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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 2648 
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SUBJECT: DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING MAY 1975: UK MOD MASON REQUEST FOR 
BI-LATERAL MEETING WITH SECRETARY SCHLESINGER 

REF: A. USNATO 2599 B. LONDON 07030 C. STATE 109128 

1. ON MAY 12, UK PERMREP PECK CALLED ON AMBASSADOR BRUCE TO 
DISCUSS THE RESULTS OF THE MAY 7 EUROGROUP MINISTERIAL MEETING IN 
LONDON. PECK PROVIDED BRUCE WITH A COPY OF UK MOD MASON'S 

MAY 9 LETTER TO SECRETARY SCHLESINGER ON EQUIPMENT COOPERATION 
AND STANDARDIZATION IN THE ALLIANCE (REF B). PECK CHARACTERIZED 
THE EUROGROUP MINISTERS' INITIATIVE, AS REFLECTED IN THE LETTER, 

AS THE MOST IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT AT THE MAY 7 MEETING. 

2. PECK THEN SKETCHED MASON’S VIEW AS TO THE MOST DESIRABLE SCENARIO 
FOR DPC MINISTERIAL DISCUSSION OF THE ISSUES RAISED IN THE LETTER. 

MASON WOULD LIKE A BI-LATERAL MEETING WITH SECRETARY SCHLESINGER PRIO 
R 

TO THE OPENING SESSION; PECK SUGGESTED PERHAPS IDEALLY AT 0900 ON 
THURSDAY, MAY 22, ONE HOUR BEFORE THE DPC MINISTERIAL BEGINS, 
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EITHER AT THE UK OR US DELEGATION OFFICES AT NATO HEADQUARTERS. 

MISSION COMMENT: THIS COULD CONFLICT WITH POSSIBLE SECDEF-SYG 
MEETING (REF C). END COMMENT. NEXT, AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EUROGROUP, MASON WOULD MAKE A REFERENCE TO THE EUROGROUP INITIA- 
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TIVE IN HIS STATEMENT TO DPC MINISTERS (AGENDA ITEM II). HOWEVER, 

THE UK ENVISAGES THAT FULL DISCUSSION OF THE MATTER WOULD TAKE 
PLACE INRESTRICTED SESSION (AGENDA ITEM IV). PECK EMPHASIZED 
THAT EVEN IF A SECRETARY SCHLESINGER-MASON BI-LATERAL COULD NOT BE 
ARRANGED PRIOR TO THE FIRST DAY'S MEETING, MASON WOULD STILL WANT A 
MEETING WITH SECRETARY SCHT .F.STNGF.R —PERHAPS LATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF 
THE 22ND OR EARLY THE NEXT DAY. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE AS TO 
PREFERRED TIME AND PLACE FOR SCHLESINGER-MASON BI-LATERAL MEETING. 

3. PECK SAID THAT THE EUROGROUP DID NOT INTEND TO COME FORWARD WITH 
ANY DETAILED PROPOSALS AT THE MAY DPC MINISTERIAL— THE EUROGROUP 
WANTED FIRST TO HAVE SECRETARY SCHLESINGER'S GENERAL REACTION TO 
THE IDEAS IN MASON'S MAY 9 LETTER. IF HIS REACTION IS FAVORABLE, THE 
EUROGROUP WILL DO SOME MORE HOMEWORK AND COME FORWARD WITH SOME POS- 
SIBLE PROPOSALS AT A SUBSEQUENT MEETING OF SOME SORT, PERHAPS A 
MEETING OF THE CNAD. 

4. PECK SAID HE PROBABLY WOULD RECEIVE AUTHORIZATION TO GIVE A COPY 
OF THE MAY 9 LETTER TO SYG LUNS AND TO CANADIAN PERMREP MENZIES. 

THE FRENCH WOULD NOT RECEIVE A COPY. 

5. MISSION WILL PROVIDE DETAILS OF OTHER TOPICS DISCUSSED BY 
PECK AT MAY 12 MEETING BY SEPTEL. BRUCE 
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